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Introduction. The technological development of the
last decades, particularly on informatics, lead to
great changes in all sciences. This evolution
increased the volume of information, hardening the
professional actualization. This difficulty becomes
clearer in teaching, once the teachers need to dispose
right information, and in time to pass them to their
students. The usage of CAI (Computer Assisted
Instruction) has contributed a lot in this job'. This
kind of systems make possible the organized and fast
access of information in the specific area, and allow
the evaluation of the learning stage of the student,
individualizing the content and many times even the
time of exposure. The question is how to enroll the
teachers in this revolution and introduce these tools
in an adequate way in health courses ? In USA many
researches point that the utilization of tutorials and
Internet has grown significatively conventional
learning'. In Brazil even not knowing the exact
number, it is known that the utilization of these tools
is growing3. Biosoftware is an environment for
building teaching sessions that motivates its
utilization for teachers as well for students. It allows
the acquisition of the content coming from various
sources (books, publications, Internet) through a
friendly interface using multimedia resources and the
Hypertext philosophy (where the user builds his own
utilization sequence)4.

Methods. The software consist of three modules
using multimedia resources and hypertexts (non-
linear reading): i) an editor for session building used
by teachers ; ii) a session visualizer used by both
students and teachers; iii) a session appraiser, built
by the teachers to evaluate the students through a
sequence of tests about the specific topic. The
software was developed in Visual Basic for Windows
3.11, where topics libraries were built in the form of
texts, images and animations, and an user interface
that manages the use of these libraries. The content
comes from bibliographic reviews in books, in the
Internet and in the practical knowledge of the
teachers.

Results. Two topics libraries were built, one in
Biochemistry5 and one in Dermatology6. The teacher
could prepare his class in a dynamic way, through
the selection of topics and their clinical implications.
The greatest difficulty has been the enrollment of
teachers in the library building. We believe that two
factors have contributed a lot to what ?: a greater use
of Internet by the academic staff and mostly its
utilization in residences and offices ; the creation of
the first discipline of Informatics in Health in the
medical course of Brazil's Northeastern in 1995. The
utilization of the Biosoftware libraries and its
evaluation must happen along 1997, where a greater
participation of the teaching staff is expected in the
of the software as in the making of the libraries. The
software structure permits constant actualization of
the suggested topics, which is necessary in the
Health area, and makes easier its use in other areas.
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